GEORGE FOX
his birth and throughout his life England was a boiling
oot. Four years before he was born British Inde-
pendents seeking religious and political liberty had
chartered the "Mayflower'5 and crossed the ocean to
America. When Fox was eighteen years old, civil war
rent England asunder. A few years later Oliver Crom-
well, at the head of his army of hymn-singing soldiers,
became the country's ruler. Through the bloody years
of the Protectorate and the Restoration Fox was going
up and down the country proclaiming peace by a differ-
ent method.
The civil and political strife of these years sprang
largely from a century of religious conflicts. Ever
since Henry VIII had broken with the Pope over the
question of divorce, the country had suffered from
dissension between Catholics and Protestants. Eliza-
beth's policy of compromise after her accession in
1558 had brought temporary peace among the warring
factions, but no great religious leader had arisen to do
for religion what Shakespeare was doing for literature.
England lagged far behind the continent in her refor-
mation. Erasmus and Luther and many otters had fit
their torches on the continent and passed cm. Their
light flamed in the distance across the channel Some
beams of it in the early part of Elizabeth's reign en-
tered the minds of a group of people who called them-
selves Puritans. The Puritans felt that Elizabeth's
compromises were only temporizing reforms. They
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